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1Midwood Alumni Association 

Dear “Mid-Kids” –  
Alumni of the Blue and White:

This past year has been an exciting 
and important one for Midwood 
High School and our Alumni 
Association.  Celebrating the 75th 
Anniversary of the school’s founding 
in 1941 was a major highlight of 
our history, bringing together a 
representation of “Mid-Kids” from 
over the school’s seven decades 
– a thrilling tribute to the school’s 
endurance.  Midwood is not only 
a traditional large, comprehensive 
high school, it is a successful and 
highly sought-after school at a time 
when many others of its high-ranking 
peers have faded into history, their 
buildings now real estate in which 
several smaller schools now operate. 
This year, Midwood ranked highest in 
the number of applications received 
among the non-specialized (exam-

based entry) high schools in the city.
On a personal level, as Association 

president, I have been honored 
to have been able to reconnect in 
a more professional context with 
the school with which I have been 
so closely associated over time. 
Having attended Midwood for 3 
years (deprived of a 4th by the 
introduction of junior high schools), 
returned for 22 years more as a 
member of the faculty, and in more 
recent years as alumni liaison for 
my own class’ (’57) reunions (which 
always included a component at the 
school as a centerpiece – as all proud 
alumni should do!), these past three 
years as president of the Alumni 
Association have beautifully rounded 
out the sixty-three years of a lifetime 
love affair with Midwood.
Continued on page 2
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Announcing our official 
Midwood shop with items 
celebrating the Hornets, SING, 
and more! Shop to show your 
school spirit and support the 
Alumni Association.  
Is there another design or 
product you’d like? Let us know! 
http://www.cafepress.com/
midwood

Your Alumni Association gratefully 
acknowledges a generous gift 
made by Dr. Arthur Mattuck (’47) 
for the express use by the principal 
of Midwood High School to use as 
he deems appropriate for a subject 
or subjects across the curriculum.  
In the past, Dr. Mattuck has 
generously supported Midwood’s 
physical sciences program through 
“earmarked” gifts for that purpose.  At 
that time it had come to Dr. Mattuck’s 
attention that support was needed in 
that area to bring the program up to 
modern standards.  With the advent 
of Midwood’s new state-of-the-art 

science annex, Dr. Mattuck specifically 
asked that this gift be used for other 
subject areas which gave him and his 
siblings enriched experiences during 
their Midwood days.  

Michael McDonnell, the principal, 
has asked that the funds be used to 
purchase a “Google Classroom” set of 
laptop computers and a secure cart 
for moving and storing them.  These 
computers would allow students in 
virtually any subject area to produce 
and send their work-in-progress to 
their teachers for immediate and 
ongoing feedback. They would also 

Dr. Mattuck, (‘47) Makes Generous Donation to Midwood



2 Donate Midwood Memorabilia

Midwood High School Alumni Newsletter

•  In February, we received from 
Mindy Berlin Turkenitz (’73) SING 
booklets and song lyric sheets.  
Thank you for saving those old blue 
mimeographed pages, Mindy!  Our 
students today have no idea what a 
mimeograph machine is.  Remember 
how students who were about to 
take a test would sniff the pages 
as they handed them back in each 
row?  

•   A big MHSAA thank you goes out 
to Dr. Lois Roth-Johnson, class of 
1971, for her donation of 6 medals 
and pins she received as a Midwood 
senior.  

•  The Midwood Football Alumni, 
let by Mike Ventura (’65) and Bill 
Higgins (’61), have generously 
donated items from their fundraising 
projects, including t-shirts, a scarf 
and a mug.  We admire and support 
their ongoing involvement with 
Midwood’s football team!

•  We gratefully received 2 record 
albums (SING and Spring Concert) 
from Nancy Biren Castino (‘68) 

•  Michael Halbreich (’74) surprised 
us with a treasure trove of SING 
albums which will be digitized and 
made available for a donation on our 
website www.MidwoodAlumni.org

If you would like to donate any 
Midwood memorabilia to the Alumni 
Archive, please contact Wendy Guida 
at MHSAA41@gmail.com or  
718-724-8562 or at the MHSAA 
address.

From the
Alumni Archive

President’s Message 
Continued from page 1

Now, however, it’s time to pass the 
baton to new leadership, focused on 
strengthening the Association with 
a view to assuring its viability in the 
many years ahead, service to the alumni 
community, and to the school we love. 
Elsewhere in this issue, you will find a 
“Notice of Special Meeting of Members” 
to be held on September 14, 2017, 
“Proposed Amendments to the bylaws of 
the Association,” the slate of Nominees to 
be elected to a new Board of Directors, 

and both a Ballot, to be brought and 
submitted at the meeting by those who 
attend, and a Proxy for those unable to 
attend.

I thank you for the opportunity you 
have afforded me to lead the Association, 
and for your continuing support for 
Midwood High School and the Alumni 
Association.

Sincerely, Harris

Midwood High School’s 104th 
Commencement took place on Friday 
morning, June 23rd at Brooklyn’s 
landmark crown jewel, the newly 
restored Brooklyn (formerly Loews) 
KINGS THEATER on Flatbush Avenue. The 
Class of 2017, consisting of 866 students 
became new alumni when they were 
declared “graduates” by Principal Michael 
McDonnell. 

Your Alumni Association presented four 
scholarship awards at the ceremonies, 
each amounting to $1,000. The Alumni 
Association Scholarship awards went to 
Sabrina Slutzky and Jasleen Kaur who will 
be attending Carnegie-Mellon and SUNY 
Stony Brook University respectively. 
The Dorothy Salwen Rabinoff award, to 
a student attending Brooklyn College 
who will pursue a career in teaching, was 
given to Leila Assif.  

Mrs. Matilda Cuomo (’49), who received 
the Association’s new Humanitarian 
Award created in her name at the 
75th Anniversary “Jubilee” celebration, 
attended the graduation to present the 
award for the first time to a graduating 
senior.  The recipient was Clifford Young, 
this year’s Mayor of Midwood and a 
member of the team which initiated 
the New York State Mentoring Program 
(which Mrs. Cuomo spearheads) at 
Midwood this year. Clifford will be 

Midwood’s 
104th Commencement

attending Washington University in St. 
Louis this fall.

College acceptances were predominantly 
among the City (CUNY) and State 
University (SUNY) systems, as well 
as a broad number of colleges and 
universities across the country. 
Admissions to NYU, now among the 
most competitive schools in the country, 
numbered 23. Also included were Boston 
University, Brandeis, Carnegie-Mellon, 
Columbia, Fordham, George Washington 
U., Georgetown, Howard, Emory, U. 
Michigan, Mt. Holyoke, Northeastern, 
Vassar, Washington University in St. Louis, 
to name only a few. (Note: students at 
Midwood are no longer limited in the 
number of college applications they my 
file as they were in the school’s earlier 
decades.) 

Clifford Young and Former NY First Lady 
Matilda Cuomo (‘49).
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Alumni News
1943

Mimi Solomon Sheraton Falcone 

was recently mentioned in a NY Times obituary for Rao’s 
restaurant owner, Frank Pellegrino, Sr.. Author Sam Roberts 
wrote, “In 1977, Mimi Sheraton, then the restaurant critic 
for The New York Times, awarded Rao’s (pronounced RAY-
ohs) three stars for its “wonderfully simple, honest and 
completely delicious Italian food.” The review sealed the 
reputation of Rao’s as New York’s most exclusive restaurant 
(and, according to the writer Norman Mailer, Ms. Sheraton’s 
reputation as “the woman who ruined Rao’s”).

Leila Israel Weisberg

writes: I’m still here! What memories flashed back when I 
saw my name along with that of Marion Broome on page 8 
of the last issue of the Hornets’ Nest. I remember the incident 
well, as Miss Bradshaw and Mr. Dent immediately put us 
to work. When classes started, I worked for Miss Bradshaw 
during my free period and also manned the switchboard.

I left Brooklyn in 1951 when I got married and have lived 
in the South since then, but when people ask me where 
I’m from, I still say Brooklyn. I can tell you that when I meet 
people here who are from the NYC area, they are always 
impressed when I tell them that I am a graduate of Midwood 
HS and Brooklyn College. What an education I got, and it 
was all free then! I was sorry that I could not attend the 75th 
Annniversary celebration, as traveling is difficult for me now, 
but I was at the 70th. I think that you have a copy of my 
book, Madame W in your archives. I have written another 
one for my great grandchildren, My ELMNOPE. Memories like 
this keep me going. Keep up all your good work.

1944
Bob DiChiara 

writes: Please note that I am 91, having graduated in class 
of 1944, and a WW2 veteran. 
So far I am still in great shape. 
Happily married 66 years! Met 
my wife at American U. We 
have traveled the world. My 
wife says “I never meet anyone I 
know and YOU meet Midwood 
EVERYWHERE!”  STRANGE but 
TRUE! Even once in China. 
Took this pic last week at my 
grandson’s graduation In LaJolla, 
CA. Midwood was good to me 
with many fond memories.

1946
Joe McManus 

wrote to tell us of the passing of his friend Harold P. 
Archinal who had, in 1954, started working for Walt Disney 
Productions as clerk in the Buena Vista Department.  By 
1972, he was named President of Buena Vista International 
and held that position until his retirement in 1988.  In 2009 
he was the recipient of the Disney Legends Award.

1948
A message from 

Beverly Cooper Cohen:  

“I live in Peoria, Arizona. I was married to Howard Cohen, 
the same young man who took me to my senior prom.  
My sister, Norma L. Cooper is also a Midwood graduate, 
and she gave me a lifetime subscription to The Hornets’ 
Nest.  I am now widowed, sadly.  I have 2 daughters, four 
grandchildren and 2 and 1/2 great grandchildren.  I was in 
Miss Miller’s Major Art class where I received a scholarship 
to the Fashion Institute of Technology. I also learned a lot of 
Spanish in Miss Shore’s Spanish class.  Living here in Arizona, 
I am obliged to speak some Spanish which I fortunately still 
remember.  I still feel that some of my most enjoyable days 
were spent as a student in Midwood High.”

1949
Former New York State first lady and mentoring 

champion Matilda Raffa Cuomo will be inducted into the 
National Women’s Hall of Fame as part of the 10-member 
class of 2017.   She will be inducted September 16 during a 
ceremony in Seneca Falls, the site of the first Women’s Rights 
Convention. The Hall of Fame opened in the upstate New 
York town in 1969 and has since recognized 266 women 
for their contributions in the fields of the arts, athletics, 
business, education, science, humanities, philanthropy and 
government.
 Continued on page 4

Please visit our 
website at  

www.MidwoodAlumni.org
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Alumni News
Continued from page 3

Joyce Ann Braufman Liebman 

went on to become a concert pianist.  A graduate of 
Mannes College of Music, she was the director and featured 
pianist of Connoisseur Chamber Ensemble with members 
of the New York Philharmonic and performed throughout 
the United States, Europe and on luxury cruise ships.  Joyce 
and her husband, Dr. Arthur Liebman, perform programs 
together with lectures and music on such topics as “An 
Evening with Sherlock Holmes,” “Dracula, in Fact, Folklore, 
Fiction and Film,” and “From Hester Street to Hollywood,” 
about the Yiddish Theatre.  Joyce also spent many years as 
music director and teacher at a school for severely disabled 
children and taught teachers how to mainstream the 
handicapped students into the New York State public school 
system through music.

 Joyce always remembers her days at Midwood and 
she still has her music medal from when she performed 
a Haydn piano concerto with the school orchestra and 
wonderful Ben Chancy conducting, as well as all the great 
music teachers:  Boss Levine with the mixed chorus; Mr. 
Gottlieb’s theory classes; and Bella Tillis with SING and girl’s 
chorus.  Joyce conducted the band at graduation and jokes 
that she never got to walk down the aisle until she was 
married in 1954, because she was always performing at the 
piano.

 Joyce is proud to have passed on her musical gifts 
to her 14 year old granddaughter Daniela Liebman, who 
made her debut at Carnegie Hall in the Stern/Perelman 
Concert Hall at the age of 11 as soloist performing a 
Shostakovich piano concerto with the Park Avenue 
Orchestra.  You can listen to Daniela perform on YouTube.

1954
We recently heard from

 Paula Held,

who reports that after not seeing each other since 1950, 
she and Howard Teitelbaum met again at a P.S. 119 reunion 
in 2000, and were married in 2003.  Between them they have 
5 children and 13 grandchildren.  They credit Midwood for 
making them, in so many ways, the people they are today.

1955  
John Corigliano 

has been a prolific and 
widely acclaimed composer 
since writing his Midwood 
High School Alma Mater (“With 
Heartfelt Loyalty”) for his Senior 
SING in 1955.  His “Fern Hill” was given an early performance 
by the Midwood HS Mixed Chorus, conducted by his 
mentor, Mrs. Bella Tillis, in 1960. Most recently, the second 
recording of his opera, “The Ghosts of Versailles,” won two 
2017 Grammy Awards: for Best Opera Recording and Best 
Engineered Classical Recording. Originally commissioned 
by the Metropolitan Opera for its centennial celebration, 
it premiered there in 1991, and was its first new opera 
in nearly 25 years. These were not John’s first Grammys, 
either. His Symphony No. 1 won Best Classical Contemporary 
Composition in 1991; in 1997 his String Quartet was accorded 
the Grammy for Best Classical Contemporary Composition; 
in 2009 his Mr. Tambourine Man: Seven Poems of Bob Dylan 
received two Grammys for Best Classical Contemporary 
Compostion and Best Classical Vocal Performance; and in 2014 
he received a Best Classical Instrumental Solo Grammy for 
his “Conjurer Concerto for Percussion and String Orchestra.” 
Not limited just to Grammys, John was the recipient of 
the Academy Award for Best Original Score for the film “The 
Red Violin” in 1999, and the Pulitzer Prize for Music for his 
“Symphony No. 2” in 2001.

1956
Lynn Stein Schoen 

is the exhibits manager for the American Public Health 
Association in Washington, D.C..

1957- Reunion
Attention: Class of 1957:

Your 60th (!!!) reunion is planned for Sunday, September 
10, 2017, from 1:00 to 5:00, at the home of Larry Ross in 
Madison, NJ. There has been a terrific response so far.  
Anyone interested in attending can contact Hillel Hoffman 
at  hillelhoffman@yahoo.com.

Continued on Page 9
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TO OUR MEMBERS:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Special Meeting of Members of the Midwood High School Alumni Association will be held on 
September 14, 2017 at 7PM local time at Midwood High School (2839 Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11210) for the 
following purposes: 

1. To amend the by-laws as provided in Exhibit "1" attached hereto.

2.  To elect up to nine (9) directors to hold office until the next annual meeting of Members.  The nominees are listed on 
Exhibit "2" attached hereto, together with biographical material.  As noted below, Member may vote in person at the 
meeting or may send in a proxy.

3.  To transact such other business as may properly come before the Meeting or any adjournment thereof.

Only members-in-good-standing at the close of business on the record date of August 1, 2017 are entitled to notice of, and 
to vote at, the meeting.  

Members are invited to attend and submit a signed BALLOT (in the form attached) at the September 14 meeting, or to vote 
by signing and dating a PROXY (in the form attached) and sending it to the Association so that it is received on or before 
September 5, 2017, either by e-mail to association@midwoodalumni.org or by US mail to the following address: 

Midwood High School Alumni Association
P.O. Box 6098
FDR Station

New York, NY 10150

NOTE: Any Member who sends in a PROXY and who later attends the meeting may revoke  
the PROXY at any time before it is voted.

By Order of the Board of Directors

EXHIBIT 1

Proposed By-Law Amendments

The following amendments to the By-Laws are hereby made, subject to approval of the members:

i.   Article II (2), Membership Meetings, is amended to change: a) the date of the annual membership meeting of the 
corporation to such date as the directors shall select;  b) the place of regular meetings of the corporation to Midwood 
High School, 2839 Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11210, or such other place as the Board of Directors may select; and  
c) the direction for mailing a notice stating the time and place of the annual meeting to permit e-mailing said notice in 
place of or in addition to use of the U.S. Postal Service.

ii.  Article III (3), Special Meetings, is amended to change the direction for mailing notices of special meetings of the 
corporation to permit emailing said notice in place of or in addition to use of the U.S. Postal Service.

iii.  Article VIII (8), Membership Dues, is amended to set membership dues at $125.00 Lifetime and $25.00 yearly, except 
that the Board of Directors may set membership dues for recent graduates, as the Board of Directors may define the 
term, at a lesser amount.

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING OF MEMBERS
TO BE HELD ON SEPTEMBER 14, 2017

Special Meeting of the Membership – September 14, 2017
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Alison Berger    (1980)

I am and always have been a proud alumna of Midwood High School. 
I received a first rate education, which enabled me to succeed both in 
college (Smith College ‘84) and law school (NYU School of Law ‘87). It 
was at Midwood that I learned how to work with others from diverse 
backgrounds, and it was there that I learned the power of teamwork – 
nothing will ever compare to my SING experience. It was at Midwood 
that I formed lifelong friendships; I remain close friends with many of 
my Midwood classmates who will always be like family. I am interested 
in serving on the Association Board because I believe in Midwood - its 
history, its faculty and its students. I would be thrilled and honored to 
be able to contribute to its future.

I believe that I would make a valuable contribution to the Board, 
particularly in working toward the goals of increasing membership and 
establishing an active and ongoing fundraising plan/campaign. I have 
spent the past 10 years leading the talent management function for 
the legal practice of a global, publicly traded project-based consulting 
firm. In that capacity, I have gained extensive experience in networking 
(both in person and through social media) and recruiting. I have built 
strong relationships and engendered loyalty. I believe that those skills 
would be extremely valuable in helping to attract new members to the 
Association and in fundraising efforts. I would welcome the challenge. 
I live in New York City. I hope you will consider my candidacy for the 
board.

Howard Burger    (1957)

I was involved with the 75th Midwood Anniversary team which resulted 
in a successful event.  I am now a member of the Transition Team, 
working toward establishing a new Board of Directors for the Alumni 
Association.  As a student at Midwood, I was a member of numerous 
clubs and committees, as well as being fortunate enough to be elected 
the senior class president 1957. I retired from practicing dentistry a few 
years ago, but continue to be dental consultant for some insurance 
companies. I’ve been married for 50 years have two sons and four 
grandchildren. 

Jonathan Dobbin        (1983)

(Not Available at Press Time)

Stan Futterman  (1957)

I would be willing to serve on the reconstituted Board of the Midwood 
High School Alumni Association.  I have a B.A. from Columbia and an 
LL.B and MPA from Harvard.

I have helped organize class reunions (serving as chairman of the Class 
of ‘57’s 50th, and the Planning Committee for Midwood’s “Jubilee,” 
serving as Editor of its Journal and initiator of the “Most Distinguished 
Alumni” project.

I have clerked for a federal judge, been a lawyer in the State 
Department, taught law at NYU Law School, and still practice law.

I believe that the Association can play an indispensable role in enabling 
and encouraging fellowship among Midwood alumni, in maintaining 

EXHIBIT 2

Nominees for Board of Directors Election

Special Meeting of the Membership – September 14, 2017

connections to the school, and in providing support for enriched 
programs at Midwood as well as scholarship assistance to its graduates.  

Wendy Guida  (1983)

My rich and rewarding student years at Midwood made the opportunity 
to return to the school as a member of the faculty in 1992 all the 
more appealing.  I have taught English there since then and acted as 
liaison between the Association and the school.  I have a regard for the 
school that has meant so much to me and to so many others, with a 
perspective from both sides of the desk.

In addition to the work that I love in the classroom, I’ve worked with 
the Alumni Association since 2005, initially alongside its late founder 
and president, Dorothy Rabinoff.  I created the Alumni Archive in 
2007 and have been its director ever since.  I became a member of 
the Board of Directors as a Vice President in 2010.  As archivist, I have 
gathered Midwood artifacts, documents and memorabilia, and make 
them available to alumni and the public.  I worked on the Association’s 
newsletter, the Hornets’ Nest with Dorothy, and took over as editor 
in-chief after her death in 2014, and helped to increase the reach of the 
Association through the revamping of our website with the services 
of an outstanding website designer.  Going forward, I would like to 
continue the work I have been doing and continue as a member of the 
Board as it goes through this transition period.

George A. Hero   (1976)

I attended Midwood High School from 1974-1976. As a student, I was 
involved with student government as a class representative for two 
years, and served as Mayor of Midwood in my senior year. I was also 
a lead actor in SING for three years and productions of the Drama 
Workshop. I wrote for both The Road Ahead (Social Studies journal) 
and Rapport (Foreign Language journal), serving as its editor in-chief in 
my senior year.  I was also involved in extra-curricular activities (Model 
Congress, Debate Club, Midwood Chorus). 

I returned to Midwood in 1984 as a teacher of Social Studies. In addition 
to teaching required courses, I also revived AP European History, which 
had been discontinued. I developed and taught a series of Social Studies 
electives (Greco-Roman History; Byzantium and Medieval Eastern 
Europe; Medieval Western Europe; Russian History, History through Film; 
Historical Research, Analysis and Writing). In 1987, I created the Social 
Science Research Program, serving as director and head instructor. 
It consisted of four college-level electives and the completion of 
two projects for the Quality of Life competition (NYC Mayor’s Office 
and corporate sponsors) and the National Science Talent Research 
(Westinghouse/Intel). The program produced numerous finalists and 
semifinalists in both competitions. I also began extra-curricular groups 
to which I was advisor (Hellenic Society, Slavic Heritage Society, Eastern 
Orthodox Christian Student Union of Saint Innocent of America, 
Philosophy Club). I also served as consultant for the Brooklyn high 
school’s social science research program at Kingsborough Community 
College, started by the Brooklyn Superintendent’s Office, which became 
part of the College Now program. I developed a curriculum for the 
teaching of the Armenian Genocide for the NYC public schools, giving 
presentations to faculty throughout the city. I also gave the teacher 
workshops for Social Studies educators in NYC. I retired from teaching in 
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EXHIBIT 2

Nominees for Board of Directors Election (cont’d)

Special Meeting of the Membership – September 14, 2017

2015. I have been a member of the Midwood Alumni Association since 
1976 and I joined the Alumni Association’s Jubilee Planning committee 
in 2015.

Deborah Isom  (1969)

Deborah M. Isom, a native of Brooklyn, New York was raised in 
the Farragut Housing Projects and attended the public schools in 
Community School District 13. She attended Midwood High School and 
from there she was accepted to Boston University where she majored 
in Spanish. After graduating with honors, she returned to Brooklyn’s 
Community School District 13 to teach. She developed and worked 
as a volunteer in numerous community-based educational programs 
that serviced the inner city populations. She worked as a volunteer at 
the Rikers Island’s House of Detention and she worked as a methadone 
counselor. Deborah’s love for people and her musical talents were 
expressed in her role as the musical director and youth leader at St. 
Ann’s Parish, Dr. White Community Center and through her membership 
in the Evelyn Lowry Choir at Zion Baptist Church.

Dr. Isom earned graduate and post-graduate degrees in Guidance, 
Spanish, ESL, Technology Education, English, bilingual education. She 
has been the guest speaker at many graduation ceremonies and the 
recipient of several awards. She is the author of books and  musical 
scores. Deborah received the B’nai B’rith Human Relations Award from 
Brooklyn Heights, the James E. Allen Award For Excellence In Foreign 
Language Programs from the New York State Teachers of Foreign 
Languages. She was awarded the Dean Arthur Wilde Society Award and 
the Young Alumni Achievement Award from Boston University where 
she completed her undergraduate and doctoral studies. Dr. Isom is 
currently the assistant principal of World Languages, ESL, and bilingual 
education at Victory Collegiate High School in Brooklyn New York. 

Deborah Isom served as the  Mayor of the City of Midwood from 1968-
1969 during which she created, promoted, and enhanced activities that 
celebrated diversity and the appreciation of all students.  As a member 
of the board of directors, Deborah  would contribute her talents and 
abilities in service to Midwood High School.

Marcia Kaufman    (1961)

I am nominating myself, Marcia Kaufman. I have been a lifetime member 
of the Association since ’61.  I became a teacher of mathematics after my 
graduation from Brooklyn College, following in my mother’s (Jeanette 
Kaufman) footsteps, and was fortunate to have been appointed to our 
alma mater, Midwood High School.  I have been a teacher there ever 
since, and served in several capacities, through which I grew to know 
many students over the decades, many of whom stay in touch and 
“follow” me on Facebook.  As Faculty Advisor of SING, Coordinator of 
Student Affairs (COSA) and Senior Advisor, I have a connection and what 
they call “name and face recognition” among a widespread number 
of alumni, spanning the decades.  I believe that my abiding love for 
Midwood High School, and the capacity for remaining connected with 
so many alumni, will enable me to contribute to the Association as 
a member of the Board of Directors.  For that reason, I served on the 
Association’s Planning Committee for last October’s all-class reunion 
celebration of the school’s 75th Anniversary “Jubilee,” and am now a 
working member of the Transition Team to revitalize the organization 

as it moves forward. I believe these experiences will be of value to the 
Board of Directors and help lead a campaign to bring many of our more 
recent graduates into the ranks as members of the Association. I know 
the school inside and out and everything that goes on, and I care about 
its, and the Association’s, welfare.

Suzin Weinstein Rubin (1975)

My name is Suzin Weinstein Rubin and I was born and raised in 
Brooklyn. While my life has taken me near and far, I am happy to say that 
I am once again a New Yorker and have had the opportunity to begin 
rediscovering our old community. Reconnecting through Facebook 
(and now in person) with Hudde and Midwood friends has reminded 
me of how meaningful and special old friendships can be, and I am 
excited to be nominated for a position on the Midwood High School 
Alumni Association’s Board of Directors, to continue rediscovering, re-
embracing, and re-building those connections.   

I attended P.S. 193 (now Gil Hodges), Andries Hudde Junior High School, 
and eventually graduated from Midwood in 1975. During this time, my 
parents joined East Midwood Jewish Center; the sole purpose of their 
joining was to send me to Hebrew school. They were not interested in 
building friendships, community, or embracing their Jewish heritage, 
however I was! Quickly, my life began to revolve around the friendships 
I made at East Midwood Jewish Center, as well as Camp Tioga, where I 
spent my summers in Lake Como, PA. 

I moved to Washington, D.C. to attend American University and after 
college, I moved to Miami, FL, where I married and raised three of my 
favorite people in the world, my daughter, Ali (32) and sons, Matt (27) 
and Sam (25).  I had a variety of different careers while living in Miami, 
my “bookends” as I like to call them, first, was working at Burdines 
Department Store in their Executive Training Program.  The last, was 
being the Executive Director of my temple, Temple Judea in Coral 
Gables, Florida. 

Just like my parents did back in the sixties, I joined a temple so that my 
daughter could attend a preschool that was affiliated with a reform 
congregation. However, I was the complete opposite of them when it 
came to my involvement – I jumped in head first and joined an amazing 
community.  I first joined the Preschool Committee, then the Religious 
School Committee and before long I was on the Board of Directors and 
the Executive Committee. 

In 2012, I moved back to New York and joined my family’s funeral 
business, Weinstein Garlick Kirschenbaum Chapels, right here in the 
neighborhood – Coney Island Avenue and Avenue H and also Weinstein 
Chapel in Yonkers. 

I feel incredibly lucky to have reconnected with my past and look 
forward to doing so even more in the future. If elected, I promise to 
embrace the Midwood Alumni Association with the same passion, 
dedication and commitment I have given every task bestowed upon me. 
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PROXY

BALLOT

Special Meeting of the Membership – September 14, 2017

Special Meeting of the Membership – September 14, 2017

Use this form if you do not plan to attend the Special Meeting of the Membership on September 14.
The undersigned Member of the Midwood High School Alumni Association hereby appoints Harris Sarney, or failing him, Donald Baraf, as 
proxy of the undersigned to attend, vote, and act for and on behalf of the undersigned at the Special Meeting of the Members of the Midwood 
High School Alumni Association to be held at 7PM local time at Midwood High School upon the following matters:

❑  1.  Amendment of the by-laws as provided in Exhibit “2” to the Notice of Annual Meeting.
Choose one: ❑  YES or    ❑  NO 

❑  2.  Election of the following persons to serve as directors of the Association until the next annual meeting of Members as 
follows (check a or b):

           a. ❑    The following _ (       )_ persons from the list of nominees attached to the Notice of Annual Meeting as Exhibit “2.”  
Choose up to 9. 

1.  ..............................................................................

2. ...............................................................................

3. ...............................................................................

4.  ..............................................................................

5. ...............................................................................

6. ...............................................................................

7.  ..............................................................................

8. ...............................................................................

9. ...............................................................................

OR
           b. ❑    The nominees selected by the said proxy.

❑  3.    On such other matters as may properly come before the said Meeting or any adjournment thereof.

       ________________________________________________________
       Signature of Member

       ________________________________________________________
       Name of Member (Please Print Clearly)

Please return PROXY by e-mail or US mail so that it is received not later than September 5, 2017.
NOTE: Any Member who sends in a PROXY and who later attends the meeting may revoke the PROXY at any time before it is voted. 

1.  The undersigned hereby votes for the following 
as members of the Board of Directors of the 
Midwood High School Alumni Association:

Check up to 9 as Applicable:

❑  Alison Berger .................................. (1980)

❑  Howard Burger  ............................. (1957)

❑  Jonathan Dobbin .......................... (1984)

❑  Stanley N. Futterman  .................. (1957)

❑  Wendy Guida  ................................. (1983)

❑  George Hero  .................................. (1976)

❑  Deborah Isom ................................ (1969)

❑  Marcia Kaufman   .......................... (1961)

❑  Suzin Weinstein Rubin ................ (1975)

2.  The undersigned votes to approve or disapprove of the proposed 
amendments to the Association’s Bylaws:

Choose one:

❑ Approve/Yes    or   ❑ Disapprove/No

________________________________________________________________
Signature of Member

________________________________________________________________
Date

________________________________________________________________
Name of Member (Please Print Clearly)
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1960
Recently several members of Midwood’s first winning 

football team met in Pompano, FL. 

L to R: Mike Ventura, Mitch Eisenberg, Bill Higgins, 
Herman Cutler, Monte Spellman, Vic Blair.  “AFOOFA” (All 
for one, one for All)

1962
Lois Snitkoff 

writes: “Midwood was the Camelot of my youth: filled 
with deep and abiding relationships, opportunities for 
growth and inspiration. My three years at Midwood were 
most happy & fulfilling. As time moves on, memories 
surface, and for the past few years, I’ve tried to track down 
a guidance counselor (Seymour Stein) who meant a great 
deal to me back then. I also kind of remember that we had 
a theme for our senior SING of “Camp Witcha Watcha Woo” 
- but maybe I’m misremembering. And I recall a song (led 
by Mrs. Tillis at graduation and/or at SING) with the words, 
“Though we must part/ Though lonely be the path that 
lies before us/ In memory still our voices will be bound in 
treasured chorus.”  These words have been playing over 
in my mind. I hope that some other alumni may have 
more information about Mr. Stein and the song’s place 
in Midwood history. I also recall that my cousin, Diane 
(Snitkoff) Gimpel (’51) returned to Midwood as a chemistry 
teacher and I have the fondest memories of her warmth, 
care and love. 

President Sarney’s Note: Diane Gimpel was a much-loved 
teacher who somehow managed to get her chem-phobic 
students to understand the subject and pass both the class 
and the dreaded Chemistry Regents. She was immortalized 
in the Class of 1957’s SING with a song (“Just look at Mrs. 
Gimpel; It’s easy; It’s simple.” Thanks for the memories, Lois!)

Alumni News
Continued from page 4

1966
Saul Sarney 

is an attorney in Denver 
where he has been practicing 
law since his graduation 
from the Denver College of 
Law. His practice focuses on 
wrongful death, personal 
injury, accident claims and wrongful denial of insurance 
benefits. His interest in law was first inspired at a young 
age by the characters of Atticus Finch in the novel, To Kill a 
Mockingbird, – later portrayed in the film by Gregory Peck, 
and another character based on Clarence Darrow played by 
Spencer Tracy in the film, Inherit the Wind. When he learned 
some years later that in 1944 – long before Rosa Parks’ better 
known protest – every Brooklynite’s baseball hero, Jackie 
Robinson, had been court martialed for refusing to move 
to the back of a military bus, and acquitted thanks to the 
military attorney who represented him, Saul learned that 
what he wanted to be was a trial lawyer. This past May, the 
Colorado Trial Lawyers’ Association (CTLA) accorded him 
the honor of its lifetime achievement award at its annual 
testimonial dinner. In addition to Colorado-based legal 
professionals, Saul’s colleagues, friends and family from 
throughout the country gathered in Denver –– to celebrate 
the occasion and witness the respect, affection and high 
esteem in which he is held by so many within and beyond 
his profession.

1971
The American Society of Anesthesiologists (ASA) 

announced the selection of Alex Hannenberg, M.D., interim 
chief quality officer. Dr. Hannenberg’s dedication, service 
and passion for the specialty are recognized throughout 
anesthesiology and the health care industry.

Dr. Hannenberg is a clinical professor of anesthesiology 
at Tufts University School of Medicine and is a senior 
research scientist in the Safe Surgery Program at Ariadne 
Labs (Brigham and Women’s Hospital and Harvard T.H. Chan 
School of Public Health) in Boston.  He received his medical 
degree from Tufts University and completed his residency 
in anesthesiology at Beth Israel Hospital/Harvard Medical 
School in Boston.
Continued on Page 10



Faculty in Memoriam
We recently heard from Wendy Wolf,  
who wrote to share the news of her father’s 
death:
 “My father, Mr. Stanley Wolf, began working 
at Midwood High School in 1959, teaching 
mathematics. He loved teaching students 
in all of his classes, from the remedial to the 
advanced, and was an outstanding teacher. 
He had very high expectations of his students 
and had very strict standards for how their 
homework should be done. During his tenure 
at Midwood, there was once a citywide 
blackout. However, not one student in any 
of his classes came to school the next day 
without their homework. They knew he would 
expect them to do it, no matter what, and 
knew he would not accept any excuses. My 
father was an unforgettable character who 
was either feared or loved by the Midwood 
students. I remember him telling me how he 
loved his years at Midwood. His was a life well-
lived.

10 Alumni News 4 / Memoriums

1945 – Frances Connor Piper
1945 – Franklyn M. Newmark
1946 – Harold P. Archinal
1949 – Gerald Finkelstein
1957 – Florence Kleiman
1964 – David Holzman
1966 – Mitchell Levy
1968 – Yara Trokel
1982 – William Gormley
1983 – Scott Rutsky
1986 – Fortuna Esposito Jordan
1988 – Roosevelt “Jhai” Martin

IN MEMORIAM

Midwood Football Update
The MHS Football Alumni had a 

productive 2016.   Through the support 
of our members they were able to fund 
a college visitation program run by 
Head Coach and MHS Assistant Principal 
Anthony Odita. The team members visited 
a number of colleges in the northeast. For 
many it was their first time on a college 
campus other than Brooklyn College.

As our annual Homecoming game was 
disrupted by the renovation of Midwood 
Field, this year’s game was moved to 
Lincoln Field.  It was a tough night for the 
Hornets, but they went on to complete a 
successful season by making the playoffs.

We are tossing around the idea of 
forming a scholarship in memory of Keith 
Glascoe, MHS football player and member 
of the FDNY who lost his life on 9/11. We 
are sure that we can count on the support 
of the MHS community in this endeavor.

Is your membership 
expiring?
Check the code above your name on 
your mailing label.  If there is an “L” with 
your graduation year, you have a lifetime 
membership.  A code such as this: “X0717” 
indicates when your yearly membership 
expires.  For example, “X0717” indicates 
expiration in July 2017.  If it’s time for you 
to renew, simply use the form at the end of 
this newsletter or visit our website, www.
MidwoodAlumni.org, to do so.
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1972 - Reunion
The Class of 1972 is planning a reunion 

for our classmates and all our friends from 
the years before and after us. Teachers are 
encouraged to join us as well. 

Saturday, September 16, 2017
7:00-10:00 p.m.

The Kimoto Rooftop at the A-Loft Hotel
216 Duffield Street, Brooklyn, NY 

(aka the mother country)
www.kimotorooftop.com

 $125   OPEN BAR and hors d’oeuvres

RSVP:  
Mail checks made out to 
“Midwood Reunion ‘72”  

and send to Midwood Reunion ‘72
Box 603, Penn Yan, NY 14527
Don’t be tardy to the party.  

Respond soon!  
Any questions? 

 Email midwood72@gmail.com

1974 
Michael Halbreich

writes “To the Class of ‘74” on 
Facebook: …”That’s ‘1974’ for those of 
you that are counting the passing years. 
A musical memory (our Senior Show – 
“DAMN YANKEES”). Thanks to Arthur 
Russell, Cary Mitnick, Bonnie Zimmer, 
Victor Santana, Faith Minton and 
Bonnie Brown, and of course, the man 
who gave us all the confidence to be on a 
stage, Harris Sarney (’57). 

1997
The class of 1997 celebrated their 

20th high school reunion on a sunset 
cruise around the New York Harbor on 
June 24, 2017.

2004
Jill Seplowitz 

and David Anesh are happy to 
announce the birth of their daughter 
Nessie Nicole on January 24, 2017.  
We welcome Nessie to the Midwood 
family.

Alumni News
Continued from page 9

Mattuck (‘47) Gift
Continued from page 1

Midwood Field Update
Midwood’s newly renovated and 

refurbished field is set to open in March 
2018.  We hope to see you at some of our 
games!

then be able to continue to submit their 
work from their personal computers – at 
home or on the go.  

Dr. Mattuck’s gift would allow the 
school to acquire 17 such laptops and 
the secure storage unit.  Your Alumni 
Association has agreed to match Dr. 
Mattuck’s gift to facilitate the additional 
purchase of another 17, bringing the 
number up to 34. This would provide one 
computer per student instead of their 
having to share.



Midwood HS Alumni Association - Membership Dues & Contributions

Category (please check)   Amount Enclosed

o One-Year Member:  $25.00    $ ...............................

o Upgrade from current One-Year Member to Lifetime Status:  $115.00  $ ...............................

o New Lifetime Membership:  $125.00     $ ...............................

I wish to contribute to the following Funds of the Alumni Association:
o Alumni Scholarship Fund    $ ...............................

o Dorothy Salwen Rabinoff Scholarship Fund    $ ...............................

o General Fund of the Alumni Association    $ ...............................

o Fund for Midwood High School    $ ...............................

NEW!! Please consider supporting the Association’s efforts to provide financial support for Midwood 
High School’s educational and professional programs by upgrading your membership with a 
contribution to THE FUND FOR MIDWOOD HIGH SCHOOL in one of the circles of membership 
below and be listed as a sponsor on our “Wall of Honor” in the Lobby of Midwood High School:

I wish to contribute to THE FUND FOR MIDWOOD HIGH SCHOOL 
at the following level of sponsorship:

o Silver Circle Member $ 250.00  -  $ 499.00  $ ...............................
o Gold Circle Member $ 500.00  -   $ 999.00  $ ...............................
o Platinum Circle Member $ 1,000.00  -  $ 1,499.00  $ ...............................
o Sapphire Circle Member $ 1,500.00  -  $ 1,999.00  $ ...............................
o Diamond Circle Member $2,000.00 +  $ ...............................

Contact Information

FIRST NAME ................................................................... (MAIDEN NAME) ................................................................. LAST NAME ............................................................

STREET ADDRESS ................................................................................................................................................................... APT: ...........................................................

CITY ..............................................................................................STATE............................................... ZIP .................................................+4 ..........................................

EMAIL ............................................................................................................................................. GRADUATION YEAR ............................................................................

HOME PHONE ........................................................................................................................................... CELL PHONE ............................................................................

Membership

Please clip or copy this form and mail with your check in the amount specified, payable to MHSAA, 

to MIDWOOD HS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION; PO BOX 6098; FDR STATION; NEW YORK, NY 10150.

Please note on the check the category of membership and/or donation you wish to make.

*Note: All contributions and categories of membership are tax-deductible to the extent provided for by law, and 
include a complementary subscription to the Association’s newsletter, THE HORNETS’ NEST. 
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Alumni Association
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Brooklyn NY 11209 
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RECENT CONTRIBUTIONS
TO THE MIDWOOD HIGH SCHOOL 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

General Fund
1950 –  Marilyn Abel Levy, in memory of her brothers 

Jacob Abel, ’53, and David Abel, ‘60
1952 – Delores Block Berger
1954 – Herbert Weinstein
1956 – Mimi Shyko Taub
1957 – Ronald Daitz
1983 – Jason Oshins 

The Fund for 
Midwood High School
1952 – Herbert Gilder

1954 – Paula Held & Howard Teitelbaum

1957 – Barbara Minsky Herzog

1957 – David Berley  **Diamond Circle Member**

1963 – Eileen Bernstein Yarnell

1969 – Deborah Isom   **Silver Circle Member**

MHSAA Scholarship Fund
1956 – Lynn Stein Schoen

1961 – Irene Silverman Ojdana

1967 – Adrienne Friscia DeSiano

The Dorothy Salwen Rabinoff  
Memorial Scholarship Fund
1978 - Julia Rabinowitz

We welcome new Lifetime Members: 
Ellen Loewenwarter Livingston, 1951
Robert Dinkin, 1958
Adrienne Friscia DeSiano, 1967
Elliot Kanter, 1967
Georgene Reicher Winick, 1967
Deborah Isom, 1969
Diane Zingale, 1972
Suzin Weinstein Rubin, 1975
Jason Oshins, 1983
Aziza Daniel, 2017


